Paula/Rachel Thompson

Paula was a Larrakia woman who became President of Bagot Reserve.  Despite her professed hate for white people she decided to take a risk with Denise Goodfellow, an alderman on Darwin City Council.  

When Denise made it known that she wanted to represent the residents of Bagot, Paula told her to catch a snake as a test of her resolve.  Denise did so, and was then threatened with prosecution for catching protected wildlife.  Appalled Paula then adopted Denise so that she could hunt legally.  Denise and Paula became sisters-in-law or Gunyok.  She later said she “hated whites” until she met Denise.

The next year at Paula’s request Denise worked with her to rid an Arnhem Land settlement of a police officer the senior women said was a serial rapist. 

 Paula was outspoken on the rights of Aboriginal women and this made her unpopular with then members of the Northern Land Council among others. 

When Paula was dying she was denied a house on Bagot for her and her children.  Forced to live with her best friend and uncle, Social Security denied her a pension stating she was “living with a man”.   After she died a member of the NLC both labelled her a trouble-maker and denied she was a Larrakia.

Paula and I made a promised before she even became ill, to look after each other’s children if anything happened to one of us.  

